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A Sacramento mother helps her daughter with homework. The family of five lives in a hotel room follow- , 

ing eviction from their rental home when the father lost his job. OGG EdltOricll OH PcIQG 2 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


HOUSE THE HOMELESS AHD 
KEEP PEOPLE IN THEIR HOMES 



One in nine homes in the U.S. are 
vacant. Yet the ranks of the home¬ 
less grow by leaps and bounds. 

The homeless living on the streets 
are the most obvious sign of this trend, 
but there are also homeless living with 
friends and relatives. The homeless 
are living in tents, campers, and mo¬ 
tor homes. More and more families 
with children are becoming homeless 
as they face job loss and foreclosure. 

All this while billions go to 
the financial, banking, insurance, 
auto and other huge corporations! 

The homeless (and those facing los¬ 
ing a home) don’t need a bailout. They 
need a place to live. This is particularly 
true in the Rust Belt, where industry 
after industry is downsizing or closing 
down outright, throwing once solidly 
“middle class” workers in the street. 

As industry after industry closes, gets 
computerized, or moves to a low-wage 
country, this trend will only accelerate. 

‘EVICTION BLOCKADES’ 

In response to this crisis, in Miami, 
New York, Fresno, Atlanta, Minne¬ 
apolis, in cities large and small, grow¬ 
ing numbers of homeless families are 
moving into recently foreclosed homes. 


This nationwide 
movement of des¬ 
perate people has 
caught the atten¬ 
tion of grassroots 
organizations. In 
one city, an organi¬ 
zation helps home¬ 
less families squat 
in homes recently 
vacated because of 
bank foreclosures. 
In another, a group 
petitions to use 
city money to buy 
abandoned homes 
and rent them 
to the homeless. 
Housing specu¬ 
lators in a third city pay the homeless 
to sleep in their foreclosed houses to 
safeguard them. In yet another, protest¬ 
ers join arm-in-arm in “eviction block¬ 
ades” to keep sheriff’s deputies from 
putting people out of the homes they’ve 
lived in and paid for over the years. 

It wasn’t supposed to be this way. 
After World War II, the capitalist own¬ 
ers of industry and finance developed 
an unspoken contract with the labor 
unions. In this agreement, the capitalists 
got a stable workforce for their facto¬ 
ries and all the profits from their labor. 

THE CONTRACT IS BROKEN 

In return, some in the working 
class got “good jobs” with all the trim¬ 
mings — house, car, camper, health 
plan, pension, vacations, and a shop- 
floor grievance system that worked. 
In addition, the social infrastruc¬ 
ture was elevated and maintained — 
schools and libraries, sewer and wa¬ 
ter systems, highways and hospitals. 

All this became “normal” for two 
generations of Americans. For a large 
section of the working class in the 
North, particularly in the Rust Belt, this 
system worked until the late 1970’s. 


Then the capitalists’ began in¬ 
troducing computerized machin¬ 
ery, and robots began taking our jobs 
and expelling us from the factories. 

To survive, formerly well-paid 
workers were forced to accept lower 
and lower pay. As this trend acceler¬ 
ated, fewer and fewer in the work¬ 
ing class could afford a car or a home 
and now even to keep up payments. 

The contract has been broken. 

Thus we are thrown into a period of 
enormous change. The capitalists are ap¬ 
propriating the wealth of our society, and 
the working class is being dispossessed of 
all it has worked for over the generations. 

CLASS OF DISPOSSESSED 

The homelessness of millions 
alongside millions of vacant homes 
is a horrible contradiction and a glar¬ 
ing indicator of that enormous change. 
Bailouts for the corporations will not 
bring back the jobs. There are no jobs 
to bring back. Robots have the jobs. 

Yet people need a place to live. The 
growing class of dispossessed is ex¬ 
pressing this need by squatting in vacant 
homes. Any right of the banks to own 
the houses is being overridden by the 
right of the people to have a place to live. 

This is not about taking someone’s 
home from them or paying for some¬ 
one else’s mortgage — propaganda 
from the right. It is about keeping 
people in their homes and putting the 
homeless into houses that are vacant. 

This is the end of one era and the begin- 
ningofanother.Othercountriesguarantee 
their citizens a place to live. We can, too. 

The next step in this process is to 
unite the scattered efforts to house the 
homeless — and to keep people in their 
homes — into a movement that is strong 
enough to force the government to pro¬ 
vide housing for all. This is part of the 
long-range effort to create a new soci¬ 
ety where everyone’s needs will be met. 


Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


AUTO WORKERS’ WOES SYMBOLIZE 
STRUGGLES AHEAD FOR EVERYONE 


What is happening to the auto work¬ 
ers symbolizes what is happening to 
America as a whole in the era of elec¬ 
tronics. The auto industry is perhaps 
the preeminent expression of the in¬ 
dustrial era, and it’s connected to and 
sets the pace for many other industries. 

On March 30, while announcing the 
government’s bailout plan for the auto 
makers, President Obama gave voice 
to this industry’s significance when 
he noted that the auto industry “is like 
no other...It’s what helped build the 
middle class and sustained it through¬ 
out the 20th century.” Business writer 
Peter Drucker has said that “The au¬ 
tomobile industry stands for modem 
industry all over the globe. It is to the 
twentieth century what the Lancashire 
cotton mills were to the nineteenth 
century: the industry of industries.” 

Today, as contributor Claire McClin- 
ton notes in writing about the auto bail¬ 
out in this issue of the People’s Tribune 
(see page 6), “The old manufacturing 
foundation on which the ‘Middle Class’ 
stood with good paying jobs and health¬ 
care is being swept away. It is being re¬ 
placed with a new foundation based on 
electronics and by extension the drive 
for cheap labor at home or abroad.” 

We have gone from a time when the 
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Autoworkers leave Chrysler’s Warren Truck Assembly in Warren, Mich. As we go to press, the 
word is that Chrysler will go into bankruptcy. This will jeopardize workers in many ways. 


auto industry di¬ 
rectly or indirectly 
accounted for about 
one-quarter of the 
jobs in the U.S. to 
the situation where 
employment in auto 
and many related 
industries has been 
declining steadily. 

By 2008, General 
Motors was em¬ 
ploying only about 
as many blue-collar 
workers in the en¬ 
tire U.S. as it used 
to employ during 
the 1970s in Flint, 

Michigan, alone. 

Over the long 
haul, computers 
and robots are wip¬ 
ing out auto jobs 
permanently. This 
is most clearly seen among auto assem¬ 
bly workers. In 1979, some 463,000 
auto assembly workers in the US pro¬ 
duced about 8 million vehicles. Today, 
roughly 250,000 assembly workers in 
the US can produce over 11 million 
vehicles. The Big Three auto makers 
alone have made 50 percent gains in 
manufacturing productivity since 1980. 
In 2006, the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
projected that overall wage and salary 
employment in the motor vehicle and 
parts manufacturing industry would 
fall by 14 percent by 2016 because 
“productivity improvements will en¬ 
able manufacturers to produce more 
vehicles and parts with fewer workers.” 

The bottom line is the corporations 


are not going to employ—or feed— 
workers they don’t need. An era based 
on electronic production means factories 
based on labor-replacing technology in¬ 
stead of factories employing armies of 
workers. It means factories spread across 
the planet in a globalized production 
system made possible by computerized 
communications. It means unemployed 
workers competing with one another 
across the globe for the few jobs that re¬ 
main. It means falling wages and wiped- 
out healthcare and retirement benefits. 
It means permanent unemployment and 
under-employment for millions in the 
U.S. and across the globe. And it means 
the threat of a fascist dictatorship to 
control those discarded by the system. 
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When the old economic foundation 
of society crumbles, the social and po¬ 
litical structure that stood on that foun¬ 
dation must also be transformed. This 
is the process we’re seeing today in 
our country. The new class of dispos¬ 
sessed being created by automation 
has no choice but to fight to take power 
away from the corporations and build 
a new society where the abundance 
made possible by electronics is distrib¬ 
uted to all based on need, and where 
people’s rights and economic well-be¬ 
ing are guaranteed. It is their program 
- the program of the dispossessed - 
that must become the program of the 
American people. The alternative is to 
continue a downward spiral into mass 
poverty under the fascist dictatorship 
of the corporations. The choice is ours. 
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‘Medicare for All’ Protesters Crash Regional Healthcare Forums 

The Demand for Genuine Healthcare Reform 
Gains Momentum 



Single Payer activists “crash” the Iowa Health 
Reform Forum, 3/23/09. 
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By Sheilah Garland-Olaniran 

Advocates for a single payer health¬ 
care system invited themselves to the 
White House Regional Healthcare fo¬ 
rums held around the country. The kick¬ 
off forum was in Dearborn, Michigan, in 
March where nearly 60 demonstrators 
held a picket and rallied at the forum site. 

Temporarily stashing the picket 
signs, protestors in this organized mobi¬ 
lization made their way into the session 
and fanned out among the approximately 
400 participants. They were clearly not 
the intended audience. Hosts Michigan 
Governor Jennifer Granholm, Wisconsin 
Governor Jim Doyle, and White House 
Staff Representative Melody Barnes 
became increasingly frustrated as they 
called on audience members around the 
room who all spoke on behalf of single 
payer healthcare and HR 676 (Rep. 
John Conyer’s Medicare For All bill). 

After a representative from Blue- 
Cross Blue Shield declared how much 
in favor they are of healthcare reform, 
Adrianne Campbell-Montgomery told 
the audience that it was Blue Cross Blue 
Shield who had denied her claim when 
she attempted to get treated for uterine 


cancer several years ago. (Campbell- 
Montgomery was featured in Michael 
Moore’s documentary “SICKO”). To¬ 
day, she has NO INSURANCE and 
was recently diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer. She challenged the hosts ask¬ 
ing, “When will it end? When will it 
end?” (The right of insurance compa¬ 
nies to refuse treatment). It became 
clear that the insurers were interested 
in demanding a different kind of reform 
than the majority of Americans need. 

These White House forums were held 
around the country in Iowa, Vermont and 
North Carolina and ended in Los Ange¬ 
les, where nearly 1000 people rallied in 


support of healthcare for all. 
In a media interview, Bob 
Sisler, a single payer activ¬ 
ist and President of UAW 
Local 6000 Retiree Chapter 
in Michigan declared, “Our 
message is simple. We 
want a healthcare system 
in the U.S. Right now we 
have an insurance system.” 

The demand and grow¬ 
ing fight for a single payer 
healthcare system is not the 
only fight facing working 
people. Autoworkers are 
preparing to defend their health insur¬ 
ance coverage, their dependents’ cov¬ 
erage, health insurance for retirees and 
their pensions. Single payer advocates, 
indeed all workers, whether employed or 
not, must come to the defense of the au¬ 
toworkers now. Challenging any move 
by the auto industry to take away health 
insurance from autoworkers, while our 
government fails to support a single pay¬ 
er system that would protect them, must 
be made a priority demand by advocates 
for single payer. What better way to 
articulate and define why the corpo¬ 
rate reform agenda will doom not only 


autoworkers but millions more to misery? 

Protestors promoting single payer 
legislation are beginning to challenge the 
right of corporations to treat healthcare 
as a commodity to be bought and sold on 
the market for profit. They know that any 
reform that does not directly challenge 
the right of insurers to profit on our health 
is not a reform that can be sustained. 

With the recent economic crisis, it 
is becoming increasingly clear that the 
government exists to protect the inter¬ 
ests of society rather than the interests 
of a small handful of billionaires and 
millionaires. As millions more lose 
their healthcare insurance millions more 
will join the fight to demand healthcare 
as a right. Join the battle to hold gov¬ 
ernment responsible for healthcare and 
other basic needs. It is the only way so¬ 
ciety can to be protected from the corpo¬ 
rations and the investors they represent. 

Check out HealthCare-Now.org 
to find out Action Day events in your 
area, including a DAY of ACTION on 
May 30th. 

Sheilah Garland-Olaniran works 
for a union for Registered Nurs¬ 
es and is involved in the fight for 
a single-payer healthcare system. 


You Sexy Thing 


By Tony Robles 
Poor News Network 


I believe in Miracles 
Since you came along 
You sexy thing 

— (( You Sexy Thing, ” Hot Chocolate 

It is 7:15 AM and I’m standing 
guard at a supermarket. The shelves are 
stocked with soups, toilet paper, cere¬ 
als—everything. It is cold and I begin 
pacing. I think of tigers in cages. I feel 
a brotherhood with them although I am 
not locked in a cage. Music is piped into 
the store’s overhead speakers. Suddenly 
I hear the famous guitar riff of the 70’s 
hit “You Sexy Thing” by Hot Chocolate. 
The song was featured in the movie, 
“The Full Monty” where unemployed 
steel workers in England — some work 
as security guards for lack of anything 
else — devise a scheme to make big 
money as strippers. The final unforgetta¬ 
ble scene shows the group dressed in se¬ 
curity guard uniforms stripping at a club 
before an audience of screaming women. 

I look at my uniform and want to 
dance — to tear my uniform off and 
dance while cans of soup and other items 
jump off the shelves and into the pock¬ 
ets and outstretched arms of people who 
walk right out the door into the sunshine 


— no questions asked. I am jolted out 
of my daydream when the manager calls 
for a price check. People begin filter¬ 
ing in. I acknowledge each with a nod. 
They are elders, youth and migrants. 

My job is to be a deterrent to shop¬ 
lifting. Would-be shoplifters are sup¬ 
posed to look at my uniform and see 
me as a symbol of authority — mak¬ 
ing a 360-degree turn and heading out 
the door. When I take my 10-minute 
break I go to the bathroom. I look in 
the mirror. I don’t see a symbol of au¬ 
thority but a symbol of a bad economy. 

To work as a guard you have to be 
licensed. I got my “guard card” by tak¬ 


ing a class provided by a security offi¬ 
cer training school. I remember the bold 
words in one of the school’s offices: 
Those who adapt 
Survive 

Those who don’t 
Die 

Those words made me think of dino¬ 
saurs. I sat through the “powers of ar¬ 
rest” and “duties of a security officer” 
sections before watching a video on the 
implications of the threat of weapons of 
mass destruction. The class was a cross 
section of elders, migrants, people of 
color and ex-military folks. I sat in back 
next to an elder from Fiji. We looked 


at each other, he nodded — he knew. 

It’s 8:10 AM. More and more people 
filter in. Many are migrant Raza with fam¬ 
ilies, many are African descended, Chi¬ 
nese and Russian elders. I am part of what 
is known as Loss Prevention —making 
sure the store doesn’t lose potato chips, 
toilet paper, and freeze-dried noodle 
soup. But what of the losses that come 
through the door, each with a face that 
tells a story? The list of losses include: 

Languages; Lands; Cultures; Identi¬ 
ties; His(her)stories; Wives; Husbands; 
Children; Homes; Jobs; Sanity. Do 
those losses count—do they ever count? 

Private security is one of the fast¬ 
est growing U.S. industries. Thirty-four 
Billion Dollars a year is spent on it. 
This reflects the rampant privatization 
of public safety services, shifting from 
protecting people to protecting property. 
In an economy that is spiraling down¬ 
ward, it is ironic that the only job many 
people can get relates to the enforce¬ 
ment of laws governing property rights. 
Prior to my security job, I worked as 
an employment counselor. Now I work 
as a guard—it’s the only job I can get. 

It’s 9:5 0 AM and the traffic in the store 
is picking up. A houseless man walks in. 
According to my post orders, I am to ask 
all undesirables to leave the premises. 
Our eyes lock. I nod and wait for “You 
sexy thing” to come over the loudspeaker. 



Grocery shopping. Many people today are barely affording groceries, if they 
can afford them at all. 
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VISION And the Fight for a New Society 

The American Dream: It Ain’t 
Your Private Property Anymore 


By Steve Miller 

For 50 years, Corporate America has 
been telling us that home-ownership is 
the bedrock of the American Dream. 
Well, unless you play with the big boys, 
the American Dream has been tanking 
lately. Home ownership is going down 
the tubes.... along with the chance to 
earn a comfortable living and the prom¬ 
ise that public education will secure 
your future. 

Those who don’t learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it. 

For the past four hundred years, cor¬ 
porate private property has been hostile 
to personal property. These are two com¬ 
pletely different things. Private property 
grows by preying on personal property. 

Personal property is what you actu¬ 
ally use. Houses, cars, furniture, even 
boats, are your own personal property. 

Private property is the seizure for 
private profit of everything that humans 
need and use in common. 

Today, this takes the form of corpo¬ 
rate property, organized globally, claim¬ 
ing control of all the levers of the econo¬ 
my, demanding that corporations should 
control technology and determine who 
benefits from it, requiring that you can 
get the essentials of life only if you can 
pay for them. 


Private property is now mired in 
some $615 trillion of bad paper - bad 
debts from playing with other peoples’ 
money in the biggest high stakes Casino 
known as Wall Street. But private prop¬ 
erty has the greatest and most concen¬ 
trated power the world has ever seen. Its 
owners intend to emerge from this mess 
in total control. 

US banks, for example, are now 
recognized as insolvent. So the govern¬ 
ment is supposed to keep them stum¬ 
bling along. Consequently the Masters 
of the Universe demand the taxpayers 
bail them out dollar-for-dollar, for their 
speculation frenzy. In past economic 
crises, the traditional resolution is to de¬ 
clare all valueless paper null and void. 
Those who took the crazy risks take the 
hit. Ahh, but those were the good old 
days! 

The result is that our American 
Dream is torched to feed the corporate 
American Dream. Private Property is 
rapidly devouring people’s personal 
property so that corporations can con¬ 
tinue to make maximum profits. 

This may look like naked greed, but 
they really have no other choice. Cor¬ 
porations that do not make maximum 
profits tend to vanish fast. 

As Wanda Sykes, comedienne, said, 
“Broke people are bailing out rich peo¬ 


ple”! Is this what the American Dream 
is supposed to be? 

Who says that the American Dream 
is, or should be, private property? Well, 
corporations for one. For a century this 
form of private property has said that 
they own the American Dream and will 
make it available to all for a price. 

The government has always told us 
there’s no money for people! No mon¬ 
ey for national health care, no money 
for decent support of poor families, no 
money for free university education. 
No money to bail out the pensions and 
health care of autoworkers! 

Just a few hundred billion, for ex¬ 
ample, could go a long way to establish¬ 
ing solar power across the country, a big 
step towards reducing Global Warming. 
But it’s money for private property, yes; 
money for personal property, no. 

What if the American Dream were 
public property? Then the public de¬ 
cides how the wealth of this country will 
be used. 

Historically, many countries have 
reached the point where the power of 
wealth begins to destroy society. Then it 
is up to the people to uproot the cancer 
and take control of the resources. Thus 
the property of Kings was abolished, the 
property of colonial empires was abol¬ 
ished, the right to exploit people and 


Send your articles on Vision 
and the Fight for a New 
Society to PT, PO Box 3524, 
Chicago, II 60654 


make a profit from human misery was 
abolished in the 20th Century. 

We allowed private property to con¬ 
trol the American Dream. They bought 
us ruin. Now the responsibility for this 
vision passes over to us. Let’s make the 
American Dream public property and 
guarantee it for all! It’s a new day in 
America! 



Protesting the privatization of 
Detroit’s Water 
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D.C. PUBLIC PROPERTY DEFENSE DEPT. 
DELIVERS SUMMONS TO MAYOR’S OFFICE 


By Parisa Norouzi 
CoDirector, Empower DC 

On Friday, March 27, a delega¬ 
tion of the District of Columbia Pub¬ 
lic Property Defense Department at¬ 
tempted to deliver a summons to Mayor 
Adrian Fenty and Deputy Mayor for 
Planning and Economic Development 
(DMPED) Neil Albert, for the crimes 
that the two have committed in defraud¬ 
ing District of Columbia residents of 
the use of numerous public properties, 
and preventing the needs of District 
residents from being met. Video of the 
action can be found at: http://www. 
youtube. com/ watch? v=Xtic A3 q3 u5 Q. 

For years, DC has seen schools 
and libraries closed and sold to devel¬ 
opers at sub-market prices, often to 
build high-priced condos. Meanwhile 
the DC Government spent $110 mil¬ 
lion in 2007 to rent private facilities 
for government offices! The DC Public 

Property Defense Department has cat¬ 
alogued these offenses in its Summons. 
The Department’s slogan is “Public Prop¬ 
erty for Public Use, NOT Private Profit!” 


The date of summoning the Mayor 
to account for theft fell on the deadline 
date for developers to submit proposals 
for 11 of the 23 schools closed last year. 
It was recently released that private de¬ 
velopment proposals for all 11 schools 
have been accepted. Despite Mr. Fenty’s 
many assurances that the school prop¬ 
erties would not be sold, Mr. Albert, at 
the direction of the mayor, has solicited 
private development for 11 schools. 

The Public Property’s position is, 
as long as the community needs li¬ 
braries, fire stations, low cost hous¬ 
ing and youth centers, there is no such 
thing as “surplus” public property. 

Upon arriving at Mr. Albert’s office, 
members were met by several police 
officers from the DC Protective Ser¬ 
vices Department, in a clear attempt to 
dissuade residents from holding their 
elected officials accountable. Unde¬ 
terred, members asked repeatedly to 
speak to Deputy Mayor Albert, but were 
repeatedly told by DMPED staffer Jose 
Sousa that he was not present, and that 
no one could speak nor sign the sum¬ 
mons on his behalf. Unquestionably, 



PRIVATE 
PROPERTY 

NO TRESPASSING 


We have to stop privatization and 
defend public property. 
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developers who have donated heavily 
to Mayor Fenty’s campaign would not 
have been told to “leave whatever pa¬ 
perwork they have,” as members were 
told. After reading Mr. Fenty’s and Mr. 
Albert’s crimes to Mr. Sousa, and dis¬ 
playing “wanted posters” of Neil Albert 
and Adrian Fenty, the delegation left to 
present its complaints to Mayor Fenty. 

As Mr. Fenty was said to be also un¬ 
available, the members, as concerned 
District residents, instead tried to present 
its complaints to Deputy Mayor for Ed¬ 


ucation Victor Reinoso, formerly of the 
Federal City Council (a group of wealthy 
businessmen who wield large political 
influence, and with whom Mayor Fenty 
met the day after his primary election 
victory in 2006), and who played an in¬ 
strumental role in the closing of these 23 
schools. Mr. Reinoso was rude, disre¬ 
spectful, and dismissive, also refusing 
to sign or speak on the Mayor’s behalf, 
saying that “...if you are trying to create 
theater, I am not an actor.” As the list of 
complaints was read, Mr. Reinoso turned 
his back and walked away,apparently 
uninterested in the feedback from DC 
residents who have no wealth to offer. 

With our growing police escort, 
the citizen delegation left the build¬ 
ing. Although Mr. Albert may have set 
a deadline of today for proposals from 
private developers totake our public 
school buildings from us, the issue is 
far from over for District residents. 

The full SUMMONS with charges 
against Albert and Fenty, along with 
The People’s Public Property’s flier, 
are available by contacting Empower 
DC, kmj87@aol.com, or 202-234-9119. 
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VOICES FROM THE RUSTBELT 

The crisis in the once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of 
the future. The struggles unfolding in this part of the country hold lessons for everyone. The People’s Tribune devotes monthly 
pages to the Rust Belt. Send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


May Day 2009 

Solution to Crisis from the Corporate Class: 
Bailouts, Bonuses, and Bankruptcy 


By Claire McClinton 

Auto and related industries are in a 
free fall of job losses, wage and ben¬ 
efit cuts, not to mention bankruptcy, a 
threat especially to retiree pensions and 
Healthcare. Chrysler had until May 1 
to find a buyer, and GM has until June 
1 to come up with a viable restructur¬ 
ing plan. As recently as February of this 
year, former GM CEO Robert Wagoner 
presented a plan to get more loans from 
Washington, DC that included plans 
to cut 47,000 more jobs and close five 
more plants. The slashing of 25 percent 
of it’s dealerships was also in the mix. 
Since then the newly formed Auto Task 
Force has said this is not good enough, 
fired Mr. Wagoner (who took off with 
his $23 million severance package), and 
insisted that autoworkers’ union give up 
more. Ford, which is not even asking for 


loans, has opened their national agree¬ 
ment and among other precedent-set- 
ting give-aways, won the right to fund 
50 percent of Retiree Healthcare with 
company stock. 

The Auto Task Force is made up of 
former investment bankers and fund 
managers. It’s unfortunate that people 
who don’t know a crankshaft from a 
transmission will have the last word 
about the future of the domestic auto¬ 
mobile industry. And God forbid they 
have an autoworker or an autoworker 
representative on the task force. There 
is an urgent need for the government to 


take over the automobile industry and 
reorganize it on behalf of the autoworker 
(guaranteeing our Healthcare, pensions, 
new jobs and more), and the American 
people — clearly this is not happening. 
AIG was given a pass when they hand¬ 
ed out Executive Bonuses claiming the 
money in question was “contractual.” 
Yet, the opening of UAW contracts is 
a necessity to “save” the auto industry. 
The handling of the auto loans here 
contrasts sharply with those in France. 
There, a five-year loan was granted to 
two automakers (Peugeot and Renault) 
with the stipulation that there would be 
no layoffs or plant closings during the 
life of the loans. 

Are They Serious? 

Last year, we witnessed the shame¬ 
less attempt by Southern Senators to 
try and use the auto crisis to destroy 
labor unions and bolster the non-union 


auto transplants in their states. Now, as 
a carry-over from the Bush emergency 
plan, the current Auto Task Force re¬ 
quires that the domestic auto industry 
“restructuring plan must rapidly achieve 
full competitiveness with foreign trans¬ 
plants... etc.” We are being asked to 
compete with automakers such as Toy¬ 
ota, Volkswagen, Honda, and Kia who 
have National Health Care in their home 
countries. But the Auto Task Force has 
not mentioned this and Congress is slow 
to act on this so called “edge.” This is 
a fight that more and more workers are 
joining every day. Domestic automak¬ 


ers have cried about “legacy costs” for 
years (retiree pension and Health Care) 
but their way of dealing with it is to get 
rid of the worker or the benefit altogeth¬ 
er or both. 

The public is still seething over the 
Billions of taxpayer dollars spent last 
year on Bailouts to Wall Street. But for 
years, local municipalities like Flint, 
Michigan have done for General Motors 
what Congress did for Wall Street. That 
is, gave away millions and millions of 
taxpayer dollars through tax abatements 
- a blank check with no guarantees, 
no accountability, and leaving behind 
closed plants and bankrupt cities. 

The old manufacturing foundation 
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on which the ‘Middle Class’ stood with 
good paying jobs and Healthcare is be¬ 
ing swept away. It is being replaced with 
a new foundation based on electronics 
and by extension the drive for cheap la¬ 
bor at home or abroad. We can rise to 
the occasion, fight to reorganize society, 
taking power away from the corporation 
and be the beneficiaries of these dynam¬ 
ic changes. A nationalized Auto industry 
and Healthcare system is a step in that 
direction, but for now we must at least 
demand an end to using taxpayer dollars 
to bail out banks and other corporation 
at our expense and secure our right to 
Healthcare by fighting for Singlepayer 
Healthcare HR676. 


When Jay Leno came to Michigan in April for a free 
Concert for the unemployed, he quipped: Somewhere along 
the line people “who built Cadillacs got screwed and the 
people who ride in the back of the Cadillac got bailouts.” 



Shop comitteeman Vern Fisher, Coordinator Danetta Davis, and UAW Presi¬ 
dent Glen Stark tear up a blank check from taxpayers to corporate America 
as UAW members protest the double standard between them and AIG. They 
were asked to renegotiate the contract while the insurance giant gave large 
bonuses despite taking government money saying it is in their contract. 


THIS IS YOUR PAPER — YOUR HELP IS URGENTLY NEEDED! 


From the Editors 

The People’s Tribune tells the truth 
about how the rule of the corporations 
in America is destroying the country. 
The People’s Tribune strives to be a 
voice of the movement to end poverty 
and oppression, and to offer a perspec¬ 
tive on who and what the real enemy 
is and a vision of the society we could 


have if the people ran it. We need the 
financial help of our readers to con¬ 
tinue being that voice. The paper needs 
an additional $1,000 per month to con¬ 
tinue publishing in its current form and 
to expand to reach a broader audience. 
This shortfall is happening at a time 
when the People’s Tribune has never 
been more necessary. More and more 


fighters are taking the paper up as their 
own, writing for it and circulating 
it. They are using it to win the battle 
of ideas. If we can unite the people 
around a vision of a better world and 
a strategy to achieve it, we can make 
history. Donate whatever you can, 
solicit donations from others and hold 
house parties, public forums and other 


events as fundraisers for the People’s 
Tribune. Members of the editorial 
board are available to speak at public 
meetings. E-mail info@peoplestri- 
bune.org or call 800-691-6888. Send 
donations to People’s Tribune, PO Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
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HIGHLAND PARK, MICHIGAN HIT AGAIN: 

CITY MANAGER ACCUSED OF THEFT 



Water Protest, Highland Park, Michigan. 
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Editor’s Note: The once thriving in¬ 
dustrial city of Highland Park, Michi¬ 
gan, has been under state control 
for some years because of financial 
problems resulting from the closing 
of auto plants. 

By Marian Kramer 

I attended the Highland Park City 
Council meeting on Monday, April 20. 
A new Emergency Financial Manager 
for Highland Park was introduced. He 
spoke and then they gave time to the 
former Emergency Financial Manager, 
Arthur Blackwell, who was fired recent¬ 
ly by the Governor for writing himself 
checks amounting to $264,000. When 
he was hired, he said he would do the 
job for $ 1 per year because he was raised 
in Highland Park, attended school here 
and part of his family still lives here. 
If you remember, his notorious father, 
the past Robert Blackwell, was the 
Highland Park mayor for several years. 

The Council opened up the meeting 
for the public to speak and no one raised 
their hand, so I raised my mine. I asked 
if there was going to be an investigation. 
Will people be put in jail this time or 
will they walk free like in the past? Poor 
people of Highland Park always have to 
suffer for the problems in Highland Park 
and pay the cost for the wrongdoing of 
the people who enjoy our money. Well, 
I found out that the people there were 
mobilized to support Blackwell. Each 


one got up to support him. 

Arthur Blackwell is just 
the latest on the list of Gov. 
Granholm-appointed over¬ 
seers. Former Emergency 
Financial Manager, Ramona 
Pearson, and her cronies, Jan 
Lazar and Steve Egan, were 
forced out of Highland Park, 
but not before they took $4 
Million of our money. Our 
documentary, The Water 
F ront (water frontmo vie. 
com) captures the story. 

What Blackwell did is 
wrong but we should not 
get distracted. The bigger 
issue is how the State and 
corporate interests are try¬ 
ing to take over Highland 
Park. The City owns a valu¬ 
able resource: its own water department 
near the Detroit River and Great Lakes. 
While we have been fighting water shut¬ 
offs and the highest water and sewage 
bills in the country, Coca Cola decided 
to come in and set up a bottling facil¬ 
ity, with the help of Arthur Blackwell. 
Coca Cola is one of the greediest and 
worst violators of fresh water tapping 
in the world. Many companies who 
bottle and sell water have been want¬ 
ing to take control of this resource at 
the people’s expense. Like the others, 
Arthur Blackwell greased his fingers 
while allowing Highland Parkers to go 
without water and other city services. 


These problems reached another 
level on Tuesday, April 21. Every Tues¬ 
day, Michigan Welfare Rights Organi¬ 
zation (MWRO) broadcasts a television 
and radio program called “Ask Wel¬ 
fare Rights” on WHPR from 7-8 PM. 
MWRO pays a weekly fee for our show. 
When we arrived to do our program, we 
were told that we could not say anything 
about Arthur Blackwell because he has 
investments in the station. I told them 
I will not submit to that demand. They 
said if we did not then we would be 
turned off. So, I told them I was leav¬ 
ing and would not do the program. They 
should not be able to get away with this 


action! Now we are clear about who is 
running the station: the Blackwells, the 
Wheelers, and other partners in crime . 

I will be looking into the question 
of free speech and censorship with 
one of our attorneys. We are also con¬ 
sidering community actions, including 
a picket of WHPR. If you are inter¬ 
ested in helping us wage these battles, 
please contact me. Please call 313- 
964-0618 and leave a message if I am 
not there or email: info@mwro.org. 


“I used to walk down the hospital halls 
and say Hi to all my friends... ” 



Ann Patterson and daughter. 
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By Ann Patterson 

My name is Ann Patterson I wrote a 
story a while back about my 17 years 
at Abbott Hospital in Minneapolis and 
about the health care crisis we are facing. 
In a job I always thought would be secure 
because there is never a lack of sick or 
dying — hundred upon hundreds of peo¬ 
ple were being laid of every Christmas 
because of the ever improving technolo¬ 
gy and decreased need for human labor. 

Well this Christmas we had another 
frightening experience. They laid off 
500 people again but this time the rea¬ 
son was all together different. It was 
because of the two words we are all 
to familiar with — “economic crisis.” 

Abbott’s CEO Jeff Peterson held a 
public meeting to let every one know his 
hands were tied. I am sure he wanted to 
explain why we were operating with half 
of the Hospital, double the patients and 
still being asked to not have any over 
time, etc. He went on to explain that the 


government has passed a law that we 
(hospitals) are to freeze all capital funds 
for 2008 with the exception of regula¬ 
tory and safety expenditures, commit¬ 
ments to bond holders. And, they are to 


have one day’s 
operating bud¬ 
get set aside at 
all times (One 
Billion Dollars). 
The reason is so 
that we will have 
money for the 
bare minimum 
so the hospital 
can continue to 
operate during 
a recession and 
or a depression. 

Now I not 
only have to fear 
losing my job but 
the third world 
healthcare we are 
going to start of¬ 
fering to our loved ones and children — 
as if it there was not enough suffering al¬ 
ready. The mood in the hospital is so sad. 
The current upset has hit closer to home 
for more people. We have all become at 


our worst — stepping on each other — 
just hoping we can keep afloat and keep 
our job and, in turn, keep our house. 

I used to walk down the halls and say 
Hi to all my housekeeping, transport and 
kitchen friends. You see, you make a lot 
of friends after almost 18 years. It was a 
fun place to work and good money too. 
Now everyone is gone and the few long 
timers that remain have tremendous 
stress and far too much work to say Hi to 
anyone. It is a very sad place to work but 
in these times, work is better then none. 


Correction 

In the April 2009 People’s Tribune, in the 
article 1 Leaders of the Peace Movement 
Speak Out,” Sonali Kohatkar, host of Up¬ 
rising on KPFK radio in LA, was incorrectly 
identified as being from Afghanistan. She 
is originally from United Arab Emirates. 
She has worked with women’s organiza¬ 
tions in Afghanistan for many years and 
is considered an expert on the subject of 
women in that country. 
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Ameren Squeezing Us Again 


By Sheridan Talbott 

Herrin, Illinois —Ameren is a large, 
powerful utility company operating in 
Illinois — the largest in Southern Il¬ 
linois. Its territory covers about two- 
thirds of the state and extends deep into 
Missouri. It boasts of over 2 million 
electrical customers and almost 1 mil¬ 
lion gas customers. 

In February, Ameren announced its 
intent to seek approval from the Illi¬ 
nois Commerce Commission (ICC) for 
another rate increase in Illinois, citing 
“sour times” and “uncertain revenue” as 
justification. They’ve yet to make pub¬ 
lic the amount of the rate increase, but 
if the future repeats the recent past, the 
ICC will grant Ameren’s request. 

In January of 2007, Ameren sought 
and received permission from the ICC 
to double and triple its rates to custom¬ 
ers in Illinois — this, after reporting re¬ 
cord profits for 2006. Then in September 
2008, the ICC unanimously approved a 
10 percent increase for the utility, a hike 
of about $162 million. 

The rate hikes especially in 2007 
were outrageous. The Democrats in 
Springfield could have done something 
for the people that elected them. They 
control the State. They could have ex¬ 
tended the “rate freeze.” They could 
have legislated a cap on utility rates. 
They had options. Instead, using tricks, 


smoke screens and excuses, they al¬ 
lowed the hikes, even aiding and abet¬ 
ting Ameren at times. It should be noted 
that Ameren is a major campaign con¬ 
tributor to politicians in Springfield. 

As the economy continues to im¬ 
plode, every day more and more of us 
are having to choose between buying 
food or the medicine we need, to choose 
between paying the electric bill or the 
rent. We scratch with the chickens. 
We’re the ones trying to survive “sour 
times” and “uncertain revenue,” not 
Ameren’s stockholders. Utilities are a 
necessity in today’s world, not a conve¬ 
nience or luxury. Something is wrong 
when a private corporation can profiteer 
off of any of the necessities of life. 

Yet, Ameren’s claim of needing 
these periodic rate hikes to continue as a 
privately owned corporation might have 
some basis in fact. Given today’s econo¬ 
my, Ameren probably needs to generate 
higher and higher profits to keep attract¬ 
ing investors. Otherwise, they too could 
go under. I don’t know. I’m no high fi¬ 
nance person of any sort. I’m a carpen¬ 
ter. But I do have an adding machine. 
And I do know I’m able to buy less and 
less of the other things my family needs 
because of ever rising utility bills. 

Seems, then, for Ameren to con¬ 
tinue and succeed as a privately owned 
corporation, it must ever maintain its 
“economic feasibility” (high profits) 



As energy corporations profit from rate increases, families 
go without utilities. 
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and, thus, fur¬ 
ther enrich its 
stockholders. 

To do this, it 
must squeeze 
and milk ev¬ 
ery dime and 
dollar it can 
from us. For¬ 
get all the 
“spin” Ame¬ 
ren’s spokes¬ 
persons put on 
things. That is 
what this util¬ 
ity company 
is doing and 
they know it. 

Simply said, 
the interests 
of Ameren’s 
stockholders 
are in opposition to the “common good” 
of the people of Southern Illinois. 

Clearly, it is in the interest of the 
people of Southern Illinois for this pri¬ 
vately owned, highly profitable utility to 
become a “public” utility. Public utili¬ 
ties exist elsewhere. If the Democrats in 
Springfield want to represent us in more 
than just word, let them put aside the lip 
service, the spin, the showmanship. In 
the name of the “common good” of the 
people of Southern Illinois, let them im¬ 
plement “eminent domain,” and trans¬ 


form Ameren into a public utility. They 
have the power. 

Not only could the cost of our utili¬ 
ties be substantially lowered, but the 
State would have a source of sorely 
need revenue. Surely, there is something 
wrong, even immoral, about a private 
corporation profiting so off the backs of 
the people. Surely, something’s wrong 
when any of our people can be denied 
any of the necessities for life. 


BATTLE OVER SACRAMENTO TENT CITY 


By Sandy Perry 


Hundreds of homeless men, women, 
and children and their supporters rallied 
on April 21 on the South Steps of the 
State Capitol building in Sacramento, 
California. They were led by SHOC 
(Sacramento Homeless Organizing 
Committee), Loaves and Fishes, and 
Francis House. They demanded what 
they called “Safe Ground” - a legal, 
safe, and sanitary place to camp for as 
long as the government fails to provide 
proper housing for its people. 

The rally came less than a week after 
city and county officials moved in and 
destroyed a Sacramento tent city that 
had become a national symbol of Amer¬ 
ica’s failed economy. In February it was 
featured on the Oprah Winfrey show as 
a sign of the country’s snowballing cri¬ 
sis of unemployment, foreclosures, and 
evictions. The director of the Sacramen¬ 
to Neighborhood Services Department 
called it a “national eyesore”. 

After they rally about twenty-five 
homeless people, supporters, and reli¬ 
gious leaders sat down in front of the 
Capitol door in an act of civil disobedi¬ 
ence. 

In similar times of economic hard¬ 
ship, in the 1930s, so-called “Hoover- 
villes” frequently served as organiz¬ 
ing centers for unionists, such as the 


farmworker campaign depicted in The 
Grapes of Wrath. The organization of 
community among the outcast is a pow¬ 
erful weapon for defying a system that 
cannot and will not feed and house its 
people. That is why the government has 
always moved aggressively to destroy 


tent cities wherever they arise. 

In the 1930s, unionization was the 
way forward for the working class 
movement. Today, however, the situ¬ 
ation has changed. The industries that 


were unionized then have now been gut¬ 
ted of workers by technology, globaliza¬ 
tion, and outsourcing. Today, poor and 
working people need to organize them¬ 
selves politically in order to challenge 
the government to provide for basic ne¬ 
cessities. 


Sacramento’s poor and homeless are 
not alone. Poverty is even more wide¬ 
spread and devastating in other areas of 
the country, such as the Midwest’s Rust 
Belt. It is also spreading to more and 


more formerly “middle class” people 
who now face joblessness and foreclo¬ 
sure. 

In recent years, the government be¬ 
gan to require all localities to develop 
so-called “ten year plans to end home¬ 
lessness”. These were a trap, because 
they sought to shift responsibility for 
homelessness to local governments that 
have neither the resources nor taxing 
authority to solve the problem - while 
the Federal government all the while re¬ 
duced its own funding for the housing 
needed to truly end homelessness. 

We need to think outside this box. 
The housing crisis is a national problem 
that requires a national solution. The 
wealth exists. The multi-trillion dollar 
blank check the government just gave to 
the banks, who are owned by the wealth¬ 
iest people in the world, could provide 
housing, health care, and education for 
every American ten times over. 

But good ideas and good intentions 
are not enough. They need to be firmly 
planted in the struggles of everyday peo¬ 
ple for their basic necessities. The soli¬ 
darity born in the battle in Sacramento, 
and in tent cities and other struggles ev¬ 
erywhere, is fertile ground for a political 
awakening. Waging the fight for “Safe 
Ground” is a powerful and indispens¬ 
able first step. 



A rally, with over 200 participants, in response to the City of Sacramento’s 
destruction of Tent City. Demonstrators demanded safe and legal camping 
grounds where homeless people can live. 
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“TENANT TOWN” 


By Janice Carolina 

Imagine This: 

Ordinances that aren’t enforced, laws 
that work for some, agencies that help 
to perpetuate these laws, and judges that 
more often than not rule on the side of 
those laws, forcing families and seniors 
out into the street. 

Imagine feeling stalked in your own 
home five days a week at any given 
hour. Imagine living in a house, room, 
hotel, where the doors don’t shut tightly, 
the windows don’t close and the heater 
and the water don’t get hot...EVER. 

Imagine days of not eating so the kids 
can eat, imagine two pairs of Payless 
shoes a year, more than that is 66 above 
our means.” Imagine washing only the 
kids laundry and yours in the sink on an 
as-needed basis. 

Imagine everyday (in our town), 
100-125 actual people become home¬ 
less, some because they didn’t pay their 
rent. Okay, but the vast majority lost 
their jobs, had medical emergencies, 
(which their employment medical insur¬ 
ance would not cover.) No extra policy 
lying around, “above their means” 

Imagine sacrificing heat, comfort, 
transportation, food and clothing to 
make sure your family has a roof over 
their head . . . imagine living with mice, 
and roaches and pigeon shit up in the 
roof of your unit. 

Imagine living in a city, county state, 
town where hardworking people who 


do the right thing everyday, still end up 
homeless. Imagine a judge who looks 
at a person crying out his story, “I fol¬ 
lowed the regulations, the ordinance, 
the law, “ and the judge says, “I don’t 
want to see your documents . . . looks 
at the landlord and says, “ can you get 
more money if you evict this person. 
Judgment for you...” 

Welcome to Tenant Town: 

We’re tired of all you haters always 
going on T.V. and showing up in the 
newspaper lecturing and ridiculing and 
judging. Always adamantly blaming 
the person suffering, and spewing poi¬ 
son about how “ these people should not 
have tried to live outside their means.” 

To all you people on Wall Street and 
Main Street who don’t even know or 
care that we’re here (we’ve been invis¬ 
ible for years,)we don’t have any means 
to live beyond. There are days when we 
don’t eat, only the children eat. We don’t 
have anymore “ beyond our means.” 

How may of you have ever had bo¬ 
logna sandwiches by candlelight and 
made it a game for the children because 
you couldn’t let them see you cry? How 
many of you have ever had a child come 
home and ask you, 66 why did they throw 
us out of our home?” 

We are so tired of hearing all the cli¬ 
ches that have absolutelynothing to do 
with our lives because in Tenant Town 
we already know that on Wall Street and 
Main Street, our 32-37% population in 
every major city is invisible. You don’t 



Tenant advocates and tenants of a residential complex in Harlem, NY, whose 
building is going into foreclosure, are worried that thousands of buildings 
occupied mostly by working class families are in danger of foreclosure or 
bankruptcy. 
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know us. You pass laws and ordinances 
without our input. You rule against us in 
your courtrooms without even listening 
to our defenses. You ignore our exis¬ 
tence whenever you can. 

Well, you know what? WE’RE 
ANGRY. WE’RE READY TO TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR OWN 
AGENDA. WE’RE READY TO 
MAKE OURSELVES VISIBLE . . . 
WATCH OUT MR. “ABOVE OUR 
MEANS”. WE’RE OUT HERE AND 


WE’RE COMING. 

TODAY IS THE BEGINNING. 
TENANTS OF TENANT TOWN ALL 
OVER AMERICA, WE’VE GOT TO 
SPEAK UP. WE’VE GOT TO UNITE 
AS ONE PEOPLE FOR ALL OF US. 
WE’VE GOT TO MAKE IT CLEAR 
AND SAY IT LOUD OVER AND 
OVER AGAIN. JUST US . . . FIGHT¬ 
ING FOR OUR JUSTICE! 


PEOPLE AS PRODUCTS: 

SEEING AND FIGHTING SLAVERY TODAY 


By Justin Prazak 

The Victims of Trafficking and Vio¬ 
lence Protection Act signed by President 
Clinton in 2000 defines human traffick¬ 
ing as: 

1. Sex Trafficking in which a com¬ 
mercial sex act is induced by force, co¬ 
ercion or in which the person induced to 
perform such an act is under 18. 

2. The recruitment, transportation, 
harboring, provision, or obtaining of 
a person for labor or services, through 
the use of force, fraud or coercion, for 
the purposes of subjecting that person 
to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt 
bondage or slavery. 

Human trafficking is the contempo¬ 
rary legal name for modern day slavery 
and many Americans are learning about 
it for the first time. It takes many forms 
today, but chains and shackles are usu¬ 
ally not involved. 

One of the most common forms is sex 
trafficking. Many women and girls are 


bought and sold by pimps who force 
them to be prostituted on the streets, in 
massage parlors, over the internet, and 
in strip clubs. Often these victims will 
still smile, but only because they are 
likely to be beaten by their pimp at the 
end of the day if they do not bring in 
enough money. 

Other slaves can be found do¬ 
ing forced labor as unpaid and abused 
housemaids, agricultural workers, and 
sweatshop laborers. Slaves are brought 
to the US as “maids” by shady front 
agencies and sometimes kept confined 
to their enslaver’s home to clean and 
cook for no pay while facing abuse and 
threats daily. There have also been cases 
of restaurant workers being locked in 
rooms when not working and forbidden 
to socialize, move freely, or leave their 
forced labor situations. 

The State Department estimates 
that over 15,000 slaves are trafficked 
into the United States annually. Some 
non-profits estimate the total number of 


slaves in the US at any given moment to 
be approximately 100,000. 

Americans who travel abroad are 
likely to encounter the rest of the esti¬ 
mated 27 million slaves in the world as 
children forced by a master to sell trin¬ 
kets on the street in African countries, 
debt bonded laborers in India, or victims 
of sex tourism in Europe, Asia, and ev¬ 
ery continent except Antarctica. 

The US government as well as na¬ 
tional and local non-profits such as Free 
the Slaves or the Polaris Project are 
working to combat trafficking in persons 
in the US, but being a watchful citizen 
helps free slaves too. 

Some signs to look out for include 
a person not being seen without accom¬ 
paniment, not seen outside a particular 
building or residence, or not allowed to 
speak for themselves when asked ques¬ 
tions. Bruises or cuts are also obvious 
signs, but people have to be willing to 
ask questions if they suspect something 
is wrong and be observant. Do you know 


if the individual gets paid, can leave his 
or her work, and control his or her fi¬ 
nances or legal documents? 

In response to the need for regular 
citizens to be able to react to human traf¬ 
ficking the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline operates 24/7 (1-888-373-7888). 
Activists have also been demanding pol¬ 
iticians make fighting human trafficking 
a priority. Police departments need spe¬ 
cialized training; states need to know 
how to react, and the public at large 
needs to be more informed about the ex¬ 
istence of the modern day slavery. Non¬ 
profits are currently leading the way in 
the fight against human trafficking but it 
will take many informed voices to fight 
slavery successfully. 

Justin Prazak is a student and social 
justice activist working with anti-human 
trafficking organizations in Washington 
State. 
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INTERVIEW WITH UES HURUHflRfl 


LEADERS 


By Hip Hop Congress 

Wes Kuruhara is Bay Area Regional 
Coordinator, San Jose State Chapter 
Co-Founder, Sacramento Community 
Chapter Founder 

Q. Why do you think so many 
people are attracted to Hip Hop as 
a way to make social change in the 
classroom, on the street or at the 
capital? Are you involved with any of 
those efforts? 

The reason so many people are at¬ 
tracted to Hip-Hop as a way to make 
social change is because of the things 
they’ve seen growing up and how 
messed up the system is. A great way 
to tap into the younger generation is by 
volunteering and mentoring the young¬ 
sters coming up. I’ve been involved in 
the organization Students In Action at 
SJSU, which our HHC chapter was 
heavily involved with at one time when 
I was going to school there. We donat¬ 
ed our time to mentoring middle school 
kids at Burnett Academy with their 
school work, life, and being someone 
they could just talk to if they were 


having problems. It was a great experi¬ 
ence being able to be a mentor, and also 
being able to promote the four elements 
at their school. I’ve also been involved 
with the Sacramento chapter’s after¬ 
school program called The Foundation, 
which Greg Pruitt aka “Boogie” creat¬ 
ed to bring the kids from Natomas High 
School in Sacramento together to learn 
about Hip-Hop and keep them out of 
the streets after-school from getting in 
trouble whether it be drugs, gangs, etc. 

Q. Who is your favorite emcee and 
why? What’s your favorite element 
and why? Are you involved with any 
of the elements? 

My favorite emcee would probably 
be Nasty Nas. The reason why I think 
Nas is my favorite would be 
he’s lyrically one 
of the best 


to touch 
the 


mic and every album I’ve heard from 
him I’ve been pretty satisfied with. My 
favorite element is graffiti. The most 
under-rated element of them all. The 
only element that will get your ass 
locked up. The reason why I like graf¬ 
fiti is because I grew up seeing it in the 
Eastbay of California where graffiti 
legends breed, and got involved with 
it at a young age. I’m involved in as 
many elements as possible from graffiti 
to do djing 

Q.The Bay is known for being hy- 
phy, a little pimped out, kind of on 
some gish. It’s also well known for it’s 
innovation, revolutionary thinking 
and movement work. How has being 
in the Bay affected these two sides of 
yourself. Do you feel that 
gangsta rap isn’t 
Hip Hop? 


FEATURED ARTIST: 

Out of the greater Seattle 
area comes the Knox Family. Com¬ 
posed of three power¬ 
house artists, DJ B-Girl 


The Politics 
of Politics 

By Alphonso D. May 




Depending upon your po¬ 
litical proclivities, the 2008 No¬ 
vember election signals many 
different things. If you are a con¬ 
servative, it arguably means the end 
of the Reagan era in national politics. 

Or at the very least Obama’s ascenden¬ 
cy foretells a subsequent lessening of 
Reagan’s fiscal ideological influence on 
domestic economic policies. His cam¬ 
paign platform on everything from la¬ 
bor to healthcare, not to mention his first 
proposed budget, makes that obvious. 

But what did the election mean to the 
Hip Hop generation? In some ways the 
so called hip hop generation is a modern 
cross section of society. Every color, 
religion, language, gender, sexual pref¬ 
erence, and physical metric is included. 
Exit polling shows that the youth vote, 
voted for Obama in a margin of over 2 
to 1. In the 2004 election, that split as 
50 - 50. Why? That is debatable. May¬ 
be Obama captured a moment; maybe 
his rhetoric resonated with scores of hip 
hop heads. Maybe his speeches inspired 
and captivated a generation that has 
been overtly patronized and ignored by 
Democrats and Republicans historical¬ 
ly. In any event how many presidents 
in history have had an official mixtape? 

The nature of electoral politics at its 
very essence is a very uncomplicated 
exercise - no more than a beauty pageant 
or popularity contest. At the end of the 


(Producer/DJ), Jerm 
(Mick Knox) and Ju¬ 
lie C. (Mallory Knox), the 
Knox Family is set to re¬ 
lease their first EP, “The Knox 
Family EP” on May 20th of 
this year. An established inde¬ 
pendent trio, the Knox Family 
is positioned to make a huge 
impact on the West Coast. 

Look for the them in the 
upcoming HHC hosted 
Dope Emporium Tour. 

You can learn more 

at http://bgirlmedia.com 


fe¬ 


rn 




day 
i n 
the bal¬ 
lot box 
several ques¬ 
tions remain. Do I like 
this guy? Do I trust this guy? Will 
this guy work in my best interest? 

The political process has historically 
represented a pendulum where we vote 
for a conservative this time around then 
for a change of pace a Democrat and 
vice versa. This repeated swing has not 
found a remedy for the lack of health 
care in this country. It has not found 
a remedy for the falling wage rates of 
the middle class nor an answer to ques¬ 
tions of war and long term security. 

Right now represents a time politi¬ 
cally where the choices we make will 
determine the long-term and possibly 
permanent direction of this nation fis¬ 
cally, and in regards to domestic and 
foreign policy. Great Britain’s instance 
of empire, like the fall of other empires 


before,eventually 
came to an end. 

The United States is no differ¬ 
ent. Elections have consequences 
and those consequences fall squarely 
on our, the electorate’s, shoulders. 

We can do better, we must do better. 
We. That means all of us across all politi¬ 
cal and economic lines have the respon¬ 
sibility to chart a course for the future. 

This is in essence a call to arms. To 
this generation, this is our time to cre¬ 
ate an enduring legacy for the future. 
The power and ability to choose is a 
powerful thing, personal responsibil¬ 
ity is a powerful thing. We have the 
ability, the right and the responsibility 
to educate and mobilize ourselves and 
those around us to make better deci¬ 
sions about how they vote. We have 
the ability to hold those in power ac- 


I believe it has made me a universal 
person living out in the Bay Area. It’s 
great being in a place where all types 
of things are going on at the same time, 
but you have to find that balance. I 
agree with the Bay being a part of all 
the things above mentioned and more, 
which shapes the type of people com¬ 
ing out of these areas. Being a Baydes- 
trian has made me aware of all types 
of things from the Black Panthers to 
pimping to graffiti art to gangsta ish. 
Gangsta rap is a part of Hip-Hop. A 
lot of people may not consider it part 
of Hip-Hop but Hip-Hop is a big fam¬ 
ily, and everyone has those people in 
their family that they don’t want to 
claim but they are still a part of your 
family. Gangsta rap is just what people 
in the media characterize people rap¬ 
ping about gangs and violence, which 
I don’t necessarily think these rappers 
like to be labeled as, because it limits 
them. I like all different types of Hip- 
Hop from the grimy underground rap 
to backpack rap to mainstream rap to 
gangsta rap. IT’S ALL HIP-HOP! 


countable as to how they vote 
for legislation and set policy. 

The efficacy of our vote 
should not be influenced by 
sound bytes and bought by 
cheap commercials. Our 
vote should be influenced 
by policies and how they af¬ 
fect us. Every decision that 
is currently being made is go¬ 
ing to have a longer deeper im¬ 
pact on us than on our parents. 
If results rest on our shoulders, 
then we should determine the 
burden and ponder their solution. 
But to do that we have 
to take the first step together. 



N Music Industry Panel / Element Showcase / Live Performances 

N MAY 22-24 2009 

@ The Washington Neighborhood Center 
IJf 400 16th St... Downtown Sacramento CA. 




■— FOR MORE INFO LOG ON TO MXSPACE.COM/SACHIPHOPCONGRESS 


Hip Hop Congress has partnered with 
the People’s Tribune to connect Hip 
Hop and other cultural movements to 
practical struggles all over the U.S. 
For information on how you can get 
involved, visit www.hiphopcongress. 
com 

-Shamako Noble, Page Editor 
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CINCO DE MAYO: A TIME TO REFLECT 



By Luis Rodriguez 

It’s Cinco de Mayo. While it’s a time 
to celebrate, more importantly it’s a time 
to reflect. 

Despite a long history of colonial¬ 
ism, neocolonialism and extreme pov¬ 
erty, Mexico has accomplished many 
things. 

For example, Mexico abolished 
slavery in 1829—some 35 years before 
a civil war did the same thing in the US. 
Mexico also had an Afro-Mexican as 
its second president, Vicente Guerrero, 
almost two centuries before we voted 
Barack Obama into office. And Mexi¬ 
can migration over the past one hundred 
years has been the largest and most pro¬ 
found in our country. This has been par¬ 
ticularly important in the last forty years 
when US capitalists de-industrialized as 
part of the transition to digital and other 
new technologies. Mexican labor kept 
many US industries afloat—like in agri¬ 
cultural, textiles, fabrication, construc¬ 
tion, poultry, and services due to the 
low-wages and lack of benefits. 

Now there’s a growing anti-Mexican 
immigrant movement—don’t be fooled, 
this backlash is not equally against all 
immigrants. This includes ICE raids to 
plants and neighborhoods. Cities have 
adopted “English Only” and “No Rent” 
ordinances against the undocumented- 
to deprive them of homes, jobs, and sta¬ 
tus. Poor migrants are being terrorized 
out of this country. 

This Cinco de Mayo revolutionar¬ 
ies need to re-affirm our commitment 
to all poor and disenfranchised work¬ 
ers regardless of borders. If ever there 


Immigrant rights march, Chicago. 


were circumstances for workers to unite 
along class interests, this is it. 

Remember that Cinco de Mayo cel¬ 
ebrates an important military victory. 
In 1862, the French under Napoleon 
III invaded Mexico (along with Spain 
and England) on the pretext of collect¬ 
ing debts from then Mexican President 
Benito Juarez, the newly-elected Zapo- 
tec native. While Spain and England 
made deals and left, Napoleon III, who 
hated the United States, had other plans: 
If he could get the pro-US and anti-slav¬ 
ery Juarez out of the picture, he could 
assist the Confederacy’s war against the 
Union. 


PHOTO /PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

The first major battle Napoleon III 
had in Mexico proved this wasn’t go¬ 
ing to be easy. Outnumbered two to one, 
a small Mexican force that included 
Zapotec natives armed with machetes 
and bows and arrows, defeated a highly 
trained and equipped French-led army at 
Puebla, Mexico. The French at the time 
were undefeated in fifty years. Although 
they stayed for another five years until 
Benito Juarez pushed them out, this loss 
at Puebla kept the French from provid¬ 
ing arms and aid to the Confederacy. The 
Union finally smashed the Confederates 
at Gettysburg some fourteen months 
after the Battle of Puebla, leading to a 


final surrender at Appomattox. 

It can be reasonably argued that the 
United States’ survival as a nation may 
have rested with the 4,000 Mexicans 
who defeated a French-led force twice 
their size at the Battle of Puebla. 

Since then Mexicans have fought in 
all major US wars—including crossing 
the border by the thousands after Pearl 
Harbor to join US Armed Forces. They 
are now in Iraq and Afghanistan, where 
many undocumented were solicited to 
fight and die, even if their legal status 
was not guaranteed. The first US sol¬ 
dier to fall in Iraq was an undocumented 
youth from the San Fernando Valley. 

Now it’s time to fight and guaran¬ 
tee full rights for immigrants—to help 
make the United States the safe haven 
and socially healthy country it needs to 
be. Immigrants are not our enemies— 
the corporations who have ripped off 
profits, investments, and tax dollars are 
responsible for the current economic 
down slide here and in the world. With 
the Mexican example of 1862, we need 
to fight against the capitalist class that 
continues to make their riches and 
power paramount over anything else. 
Whatever interlinked interests existed 
between capitalists and workers in both 
countries are now long gone. 

Luis Rodriguez is a poet, essayist, 
children s book writer, fiction writer, and 
nonfiction writer based in Los Angeles. 
He is available to speak. Call Speakers 
for a New America at 800-691-6888 or 
email info@speakersforanewamerica. 
com 


SPEAKERS FOR 
A NEW AMERICA 


Claire McClinton 

Autoworker and community 
leader from Flint, Ml 




Maureen Taylor (Left) and Marian Kramer (Below) 

Leaders in the struggle for water, utilities and ending poverty 


General Baker 

Internationally known 
labor leader 
and autoworker 



Speakers Series 
from America’s Rust Belt 

ISSUES: AUTO; WATER; 
UTILITIES; HOUSING; JUSTICE; 
HEALTHCARE 



Liz Miller 

Producer of the documen¬ 
tary, “The Water Front” 


Pastor Mary Gault 

A minister fighting utility 
companies and for justice 





Elena M. Herrada 

A Michigan leader in the 
struggle for immigration rights 


Rev. Edward Pinkney 

A minister battling the corporate take-over of Benton Harbor 


Invite a speaker to your city. Call 800-691-6888 
or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com. 
Website: speakersforanewamerica.com 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 



Justice March, Benton Harbor, Ml 


INTERNATIONAL 
BOYCOTT OF ALL 
WHIRLPOOL PRODUCTS! 

By Dorothy Pinkney 

The language I’m going to use here may seem too 
strong, and too unbelievable. It’s not. The media in 
Michigan doesn’t report this story, so it shocks people 
to learn about it. 

Apartheid conditions of a very serious nature are 
occurring in Benton Harbor. The words gentrification 
and even genocide are appropriate descriptors. Those 
responsible are at the top of the power structure in 
Berrien County: Rep. Fred Upton and Whirlpool Cor¬ 
poration. They, along with developers, are stealing 
property along Lake Michigan and in Benton Harbor 
for the construction of a major resort, including a Jack 
Nicklaus Signature Golf Course. Obviously, this is all 
being built for very wealthy people. 

The courts and law enforcement agencies have gone 
outside of the law for many years, keeping Benton 


Harbor citizens living in a constant state of fear, con¬ 
victing and imprisoning countless African-Americans 
(most of whom are innocent we believe), and driving 
the poor out of the area by any means necessary. 

It has recently been exposed through a federal law¬ 
suit that public lakefront land in Benton Harbor has 
been swapped for contaminated industrial wasteland. 
All but one of seven parcels swapped for Jean Klock 
Park land are contaminated. The Michigan DNR, and 
the Michigan DEQ, the City of Benton Harbor, the 
Whirlpool Corporation, and U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, ei¬ 
ther knew or should have known about this.The infor¬ 
mation has still not been disclosed to the public. 

We must protect the people of Benton Harbor and 
Jean Klock Park. We must stop Whirlpool, Rep. Up¬ 
ton, and Harbor Shores developers. We are calling for 
an International Boycott of all Whirlpool Products, 
and all stores which sell Whirlpool products,to begin 
May 1. Below are some of the brand names which are 
owned by Whirlpool. 

If you have any questions, contact Rev. Edward 
Pinkney, 269-925-0001 or email: banco9342@sbc- 
global.net. 

Spread the word: BOYCOTT WHIRLPOOL AND 
ALL SUBSIDIARIES ON MAY DAY, 2009. 

Subsidiaries, US & International: 

(One Store: IKEA); Maytag; KitchenAid; Jenn-Air; 
Amana; Gladiator Garage Works; Inglis; Estate; 
Roper; Magic Chef; Acros; Supermatic; ABROAD: 
Bauknecht; Brastemp; Consul; Eslabon de Lujo; 
NON-Whirlpool brands: Frigidaire, General Elec¬ 
tric, LG, Samsung, Viking, Subzero; Dacor; some 
Kenmore, Electrolux. 

Visit our web site at: bhbanco.org 


COMMUNITY SPEAKS OUT: 



Destruction of Benton Harbor’s Jean Klock Park 


People’s Tribune 
P.O. Box 3524 

Chicago, Illinois 60654-3524 
Return service requested 


“It is your own materialism that has created this 
potential hazard to the residents of Benton Harbor. 
Perhaps you thought you were doing the right thing 
by stealing and taking from our children and grand¬ 
children. City commissioners of Benton Harbor, 
you have earned the jack-asses of the year award.” 
— Sandra Little 

“Whirlpool, Harbor Shores, Cornerstone Alliance 
and the Benton Harbor Commissioners: We the peo¬ 
ple have allowed you to take our land and have done 
nothing about it. It is time we take a stand and not 

depend on these sorry 
Benton Harbor pas¬ 
tors and minsters. They 
are all going to hell!” 
— Rev. D. Smith 

AT LAST: PINKNEY 
HEARING DATE. 
PLEASE ATTEND!! 

Rev. Pinkney’s hearing 
is June 9, 2009, 9 a.m., 
on the bond condi¬ 
tions including the First 
Amendment implica¬ 
tions, and the conviction 
appeal. Place: Court of 
Appeals Third District 
in Grand Rapids, State 
of Michigan Build¬ 
ing, 350 Ottawa, NW., 
Grand Rapids, MI. 
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“Trigger Happy Police Officer 
Shoots Baby Buffalo” 

By Lenette Evans 

I live in St. Joseph, Michigan. On Saturday April 
4, 2009,1 was standing in my front yard when I saw 
a baby buffalo run down Niles Road toward Eagle 
Point Marina. I called the police. I did not want to 
see the buffalo hurt, but brought back to safety to its 
mother at its farm. 

The baby buffalo was extremely spooked and in 
fear of its life. It went into the Ravine behind Taco 
Bell. People in the restaurant ran over and police of¬ 
ficers showed up, spooking the buffalo. Four officers 
cornered the buffalo. Sgt. Robert Banasik gave the 
order to shoot. The buffalo was killed with a AR-15 
semi-automatic rifle. For goodness sake, why were 
none of these officers trained and able to handle a baby 
buffalo? I hate to see what would happen if a real crisis 
hit. Oh.... and let’s not forget we live on native land in 
America. We have cougar running around, and lots of 
coyote, bobcats, fox and other wildlife. 

This was stupid and revolting behavior. These of¬ 
ficers had no common sense. This baby buffalo did 
not need to be killed. The officers shot this baby Bi¬ 
son 20 times. These Trigger Happy officers have noth¬ 
ing better to do with their time and energy. There are 
a number of things that could have been done. They 
could have called a few local farmers to come out with 
a ranch handler to LASSO the animal and take it back 
to its farm. But Captain Hollacher claimed a taser or 
tranquilizer gun was not available. They NEVER even 
tried — but they sure are not afraid to pull this stuff 
out and use it on innocent people. Just typical Berrien 
County! 

Here in Berrien County police officers everyday 
are brutally harassing someone on the streets, beating 
up an innocent man or taking a taser gun to a man like 
they did in Benton Harbor recently. So it is not surpris¬ 
ing to see the extreme act of animal abuse by these 
officers. They need to have their gun licenses revoked. 
They also broke the law because in Berrien County 
its against the law to shoot and kill a government pro¬ 
tected animal and its against the law to shoot a gun 
in a residential area. Sgt. Banasik, LIED saying “The 
buffalo was a risk to the public” and also said, “It had 
spooked a herd of deer which caused a car deer ac¬ 
cident.” THIS DID NOT HAPPEN. I was there. This 
was another LIE!!! 

Our animals are God’s creations and blessings but 
not to be shot and killed for some officer’s thrill. This 
baby buffalo was only a few months old. Our commu¬ 
nity needs to do the right thing in trying to protect our 
wildlife. But what we do not need is “Trigger Happy” 
untrained officers loose on the street who don’t know 
how to handle situations in bringing animals to safety, 
and being a danger to our residents. 

— Saving Souls Ministry ; 269-876-1848; 
Email: Lenette2064@yahoo.com 


DONATE TO PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! 

The People’s Tribune is your paper. It speaks the 
truth about the root cause of the problems people 
face — a social system based on corporate profit. 
The People’s Tribune is a voice of the movement to 
end poverty and oppression. It offers a vision of the 
kind of society we could have if corporate property 
becomes public property. Send donations to PT, 

PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524, or pay via 
paypal at peoplestribune.org 


















